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Topical What with one thing and another, it has taken almost eitims to get back in
Annapolis 2007, and more 1this particular saddle! | knew something was going on wheiedfrecently back
Annapolis Statement 3 from the US told me he was watching the news one eveningharmshthor
Religious segued to the next item with the words “And now, here’siflves from Irag.”
Christian Zionism: Support ? There was a pregnant pause, ... and then he came backivéie“is no news
Historical from Iraq.” Well, you know the saying... “No news is good news!”
Amman Citadel pictures 3 It's good to be back. | hope y'all are still there!

Calendar Write me aipkclark@pmbx.n¢ & let me know what you thin
This Montl 4

Annapolis 2007

e-NEWS has been off-line since July, but returns to find gémhg on in the Middle East. This issue is moving b
into the saddle gently, with a summary of ‘while you've bgene’ articles, and an update on the latest attempt at
building peace between Israel and the Palestinians. &hefeature of this recent conference, in Annapolis, was the
commitment of the US to be involved in the process, beingffact, the arbiter of whether one side or the other dikesit
to meet commitments. Currently, the only commitment nmgdat President Bush read out in his welcoming statei=
which you can read on page 3; the commitment of OlmerAhbds to act in good faith.

For those of you who want more background material, | pavenline (go tavww.morethantourists.comnd click
on Documents) a list of the major documents related to Israel &aedcbnflict over the last century or so. Other
documents can be found there, including some relating to Lelzamblrag.

Ehud Olmert is aware of Israel’s situation, with Arédxsning a significant proportion of its population, and
increasingly so. In Israel's Haaretz newspaper he $kilde' day comes when the two-state solution collapses, and
face a South African-style struggle for equal voting rights, themas &s that happens, the State of Israel is finiShed =

Another view was expressed in an article | received recently. UthdeRoad Map, or any other feasible progran
Israel and the Palestinian Authority are both supposeddpetate, standing by commitments they have made; other=se
the peace process will fail. If the Palestinian Auttydiils to meet up to its commitments, they can exped®alestinia
state; similarly if the Israeli government fails to meptto its commitments, they can expect no Palestiniaa sta

ISRAEL/PALESTINIAN CONFLICT:BBC Video looking at previous peace talks
Looking back to the successful peace treaty initiated by ABadat in 1978, this BBC videt
also discusses Bill Clinton’s attempts to get an agreetmtween Yasser Arafat and Ehud
Barak in 2000.

A commentator makes two valid points: one, that the tadesswere never really close in
2000, and two, that the situation is similar today.

Also, inFlight over Israel (another BBC Video) their correspondent shows just how limit—]
and vulnerable is the territory that Israel occupies.

For the videos, go to the web sitesw.do_|_need_to_tell_you?.Maand click on@-NEWS.

IRAQ: The progress being made by Iraqis in restraining ncae

IsIraq getting better? http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7089168.stm

A Pro-American Sunni Militia? http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7116717.stm
Iraqi refugees retur ning home? http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7125305.stm

(Paste these links into your browser — Internet Exploter), e
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Christian Zionism: 6. Support (b) Justification

(Readers may wish to refer to issue 92 of e-News fopdbkground to this article.)

We have been considering the role of Christians irel'sraolicies and actions. This is part of a lengthy
series, and in this issue we consider some questionartba in the context of self-examination of theuess.

Whatever our position in regards to Israel (and intthpgc we are specifically considering its actions as a
state in the modern world) then we should be able werdgifficult questions regarding our attitude.

Part of the problem is actually identifying the correct tjoes. Under the heading of Support, we are
asking the general question:

“What freedom of action does Israel’s position in prophecy allow it, andshould believers (and the
nations whose behavior they influence) respond?”

Should we automatically support Israel in its actiomss @ sometimes appropriate to challenge the wisdom
and correctness of an action or strategy?

Is this a legitimate question? Sometimes we court resaTitby merely asking questions on sensitive topics;
not because we have made a decision, but because themigesensitive. When a large number of people have
made up their minds on an issue, peer pressure is usuallgleto dissuade all but the most resolute from asking
pertinent questions. As a teacher | train my studerdsrtbnually ask questions about the information they deal
with - is it true? how do you know? can you prove it? it@ds there an alternative?

If we accept that Israel should have total freedontbéa in the various matters that concern it, we must
ask ourselves why. Why do we have that opinion? Is it ftistr at the militants' intransigence; lack of patience
with the progress of peace talks; conviction thatRakestinians are under a curse; uncertainty as to the afture
Israel if they do not act militarily; concerned thathzgrs a time of judgement is impending for Israel; confident
that Israel has been chosen of God to act as Hishaid in this area?

If we hold the position that Israel must act as anyratiedern nation is expected to, we cannot simply state
that the ball is in their court, that their claim ® dnique is theirs to prove. We must also be ready to egami
Israel’'s position, both geographically and politicallyddhe claims made — from both an ethnic and religious
point of view — to deserve being taken as a special d&secannot ignore history (as not a few seem to) because
we do not like the consequences.

| suspect that if we start asking these questions we ringhout that many of our concerns arise (1) from
our fallen nature, or (2) from our lack of faith in Goakslity to fulfill his promises. Perhaps you can add your
own items to this list. Where would you score?

Strongly Disagree Neutral Strongly Agree
Frustration at the militants 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5
intransigenc | T I T | | T T T | |
Lack of patience with peace 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5
talks | T T T | T T T T T |
Conviction that the 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5
Palestinians are curs | I I T | T T T T | |
Worried about the future if 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5
Israel does not act stron h T T T T T T T T T 1
anqerned t.hat a judgement 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5
is impending for Isra h T T T T T T T T T 1
B_ellef that Israel ac’ts as gn 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5
instrument of God’s wi h T T T T T T T T T 1

Perhaps the value of this is more in that it lead®wards questions we should be asking. We will consider
more of these in issue 94.

www.morethantourists.com
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Annapolis Statement Some of our readers come@aNEWS just for
As part of President Bush'’s introductory speech befwe t the pictures, so here they are for you!
conference began he read this text, which had beendagpea by Various views from the Citade in Amman

the participants, Ehud Olmert and Mahmoud Abbas.

The representatives of the government of the state of Israel
and the Palestinian Liberation Organization, represented
respectively by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and President
Mahmoud Abbas, in his capacity as chairman of the PLO
executive committee and president of the Palestinian Authority,
have convened in Annapolis, Maryland, under the auspices of
President George W. Bush of the United States of America, and
with the support of the participants of this international ;
conference having concluded the following joint understanding:

We express our determination to bring an end to bloodshed
suffering and decades of conflict between our peoples; to usher i
a new era of peace, based on freedom, security, justice, dignity,
respect and mutual recognition; to propagate a culture of peace
and nonviolence; to confront terrorism and incitement, whether
committed by Palestinians or Israelis.

In furtherance of the goal of two states, Israel and Palestine,
living side by side in peace and security, we agree to immediatel
launch good-faith bilateral negotiations in order to conclude a
peace treaty resolving all outstanding issues, including all core
issues without exception, as specified in previous agreements.

We agree to engage in vigorous, ongoing and continuous
negotiations and shall make every effort to conclude an agreeme
before the end of 2008.

For this purpose, a steering committee led jointly by the heac
of the delegation of each party will meet continuously as agreed. |

The steering committee will develop a joint work plan and
establish and oversee the work of negotiations teams to addres
issues, to be headed by one lead representative from each party.§ . . e

The first session of the steering committee will be held on 12The flag framed between two the Byzantine church.
December, 2007.

President Abbas and Prime Minister Olmert will continue to
meet on a biweekly basis to follow up the negotiations in order to
offer all necessary assistance for their advancement.

The parties also commit to immediately implement their
respective obligations under the performance-based road map to
permanent two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
issued by the quartet on 30 April, 2003 - this is called the Road
Map - and agree to form an American, Palestinian and Israeli
mechanism led by the United States to follow up on the
implementation of the road map.

The parties further commit to continue the implementation of
the ongoing obligations of the road map until they reach a peace
treaty. The United States will monitor and judge the fulfillment of
the commitment of both sides of the road map. :

Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, implementation of th
future peace treaty will be subject to the implementation of the
road map, as judged by the United States.

= 1I'= % -
'The Ummayad/estibule is actually in the shape of a cross.

Contact informationpkclark@pmbx.net
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This( last 6) Month(s)
The conflict in Darfur continues to resist a solution. The government is uncooperative with the UN, after In the south progress is slow and gradual. The separate peace means a separate visa for
having allowed it to operate. Raids by militias continue, and women are particularly targeted. African travel there. There is a building boom in Juba, and the possibility of a vote for a separate
Union troops are unable to operate widely to improve security. Serious conflict is spreading into Chad. state in 2011. Until then the south’s SPLM share government in the capital, Khartoum.

Somali rebels continue to fight Ethiopian and Somali
government forces. 6 Ethiopian bases in Mggadlshu
came under attack on Wednesday (Nov 28™)

Of a 8,000 planned African Union The President and Prime Minister had been at odds for a
force, only 1,600 Ugandan time; in October the PM Ali Mohammed Ghedi resigned.
peacekeepers have arrived. President Abdullahi Yusuf appoints new PM in November.

Algeria is seen as the home of Al Qaeda in North
Africa, but has seen successes in catching
terrorists, though not preventing all bomb attacks.

Libya is gradually opening up to Western commerce. Recently tourists were turned back
for not having Arabic translations of the passports; Arabs had their English-language
pages defaced, signs of internal squabbles. The Romanian nurses were freed in July.

Morocco’s king Mohammed VI (since 1999) has
gradually introduced more liberal reforms, including a
broader press and expanded women'’s rights.

Nov.28: President Musharraf leaves his post as head of the army, a 4
step insisted upon by the US. He also promises to drop the (Nov. 3 )
state of emergency on Dec. 16, before the national elections.

Though outwardly a supporter of the ‘war on terror’ much of
the Taleban’s support comes from the unruly tribal areas of
the NW Frontier. Troops are regularly kidnapped there.

July 2:
King Zahir Shah dies

Benazir Bhutto is planning on standing in the Jan 8 election,
but Nawaz Sharif threatens to boycott it since results will be
manipulated. They recently returned from exile.

NATO troops continue to battle Taleban in

I € Frequent civilian deaths cause
the south, especially Helmand province.

I € ] July: After killing 2, the rest of a Korean
image problems with allied forces.

November: a group of lawmakers are
missionary group is freed by the Taleban.

hit by a bomb at Bagram, 41 killed.

Nov 21: Tehran newspaper crtiticizes Pres.

- 1€ > € u 3 Iran defies UN sanctions, continues to build heavy water reactor, centrifuges,
Ahmedinejad, saying his behaviour is ‘dangerous.’

enrich Uranium. Russia & China express doubt about further sanctions,
questioning that Iran is actually planing to build a bomb.

Saudi opts to participate in the
Annapolis peace conference.

Attacks have decreased markedly since the summer. A sunni tribal coalitions — and some groups
key _factor IS Muqtada AS Sadr instructing his Mehdi previously fighting as insurgents against the
militia to cease fire. As violence decreased they had government & US coalition — have been more
been seen as instigators of continued deaths. Daily organized and effective in combatting Al Qaeda.
deaths then drop to a fraction of previously.

Arabia Nov. 18: OPEC summit says it
intends to keep oil prices stable.

Outcry over rape victim in Saudi Arabia

] Yemen continues to struggle against rebel attacks. Nov.9: 16 soldiers
being sentenced to 200 lashes.

killed guarding oil inistallation; July 2: 6 Spanish tourists killed.

Iraq

Little political progress has been made towards key US Deaths in Irag:
legislation which will stengthen the country and provide 12/31/06: 2,984

more unity. Internal squabbles prevent progress. 1/31/07: 3,073 (79)
2/28/07: 3,150 (77)

3/31/07: 3,237 (87)
4/30: 3,337 (100)
5/31: 3,473 (136)
6/30: 3,563 (94)
7/30: 3,644 (81)
8/31: 3,728 (84)
9/30: 3,799 (71)
10/31: 3,831 (32)
11/26: 3,867 (36)

Nov. 30: lllustrating the difficuly of making political
progress in Iraq, two car bombs were discovered on
the property of Adnan Dulaimi, a Sunni MP in the
current government. Dulaimi is from an important
Sunni clan, and leads the Accordance Front party.

Nov. 9: Islamic Army in Iraq
(IAl) raid an Al Qaeda base,
killing 18 and capturing 16.

Nov. 27: 800 buses provided by Iraqi
government take Iragis home from Syria.

Nov. 8: Iraqis at public meeting
denounce Mehdi militia for killing and
torturing their family members.

Turkey

=

e S E——
Israel At Annapolis Olmert & Abbas agree to negotiate in good faith; the
‘Roadmap’ is reinstated; the US commits to mediate and be the judge
of whether either party has failed in their commitments.

Turkey has increasingly expressed concern about Kurds crossing from

More recently Turkey has fired |nto northern Iraq to deal with groups of PKK fighters it is
northern Iraq into its territory to attack its military or police posts. pursumg As recently as Dec. 1° TUI’kISh artillery fired shells at PKK Iocatlons

I I | | | | | I I | | | | | |
After long delay, the delay in appointing a new president seems to be coming to an end Gen Mlchel Sulelman has obtained wide compromise support
from the main parties, though his appointment will require a constitutional amendment. (A civil servant should wait 2 years before taking high office.)

Dec. 1: Aimost immediately upon PM
Olmert’s return to Israel from Annapolis, 429
Palestinian prisoners are released from jail.

Olmert (Nov.29): “If the two-state solution collapses,
and we face a South African-style struggle for equal
voting rights, then the State of Israel is finished.”

Since July, when Hamas used its military force to take physical control of Gaza, the territory has increasingly been sealed off. Lately the Israeli government has
attempted to restrict the flow of fuel to Gaza, putting hospitals and basic services in jeopardy.
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