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Government and Islam

As a religion, Islam makes no distinction between...

This is a misleading way to begin an article on the degitf Islam towards
government. Islam is not just a religion. The distincbetween religion and
government is not made, it is expected that one shoulcebexgression of the other
— true Islam results in government by Islam.

Two issues are at work hef#tad (struggle) andghari’ah.

The Koran is not organized chronologically, but with edara(“chapter”) in
order by size — largest first — except for the firste Tdngessura, therefore, is the
second, and it includes a number of verses related to goeatn

(2:190)"Fight [struggle]for the sake of God those that fight against you, but
not attack them first. God does not love the aggressors. Slaytheraver you find
them. Drive them out of the places from which they drove ydatrgls more
grievous than bloodshed.... Fight against them until idolatry isiare and God’s
religion reigns supreme."

The lack of chronology in the sequence of chapters maladgsés and
commentary difficult. The Koran is also open to multipkerpretations on
significant doctrines, since numerous examples existrifadictory statements.

(2:256)"Let there be no compulsion in religion. True guidance is now disting
from error."

The following verse reminds us of how those who refusexttept the new
religion were actually treated:

(9:29) "Fight against such of those to whom the Scriptures were givard do
not embrace the true Faith, until they pay tribute out of hand aaditerly
subdued.”

And another is even stronger:

(9:5) "Slay the idolaters wherever you find them. ... liaritbush everywhere
for them. If they repent and take to prayer and render the lavgsallow them to go
their way ..."

Today there is a wide gulf between moderate Muslimstlamdadicals who
enthusiastically kill even their own people for notnigedevout enough. In Algeria,
for example, the decade-long conflict has seen more tha@QMuslims killed by
militants who seek to impose their own interpretatibthe religion, and are willing
to kill for it.

This militaristic approach to spreading the religion islent from the earliest
days. In response to a question about the use of the saamolglamic web site
respondstlslam was spread by proof and evidence, in the case of those wémelis
to the message and responded to it. And it was spread by strengtreavebrd in
the case of those who stubbornly resisted, until they had no @raidead to submit
to the new reality."

Much of what we see today, in the rise of terrorigma conflict that is present
within Islam itself. There is a struggle between theke prefemproof and evidenge
and those who usstrength and the sword

The struggle over the strictness of the interpretaifdhari’ah Law goes on in
fundamentalist countries (Sunni/Wahhabist Saudi Arabia &t&lrian) and
ostensibly secular countries (Turkey, Syria, Egypt), ifpperal countries (Senegal,
Nigeria and Indonesia) and in those where Islam is cegiagistan, Yemen). It also
hits the news in emerging countries, such as Iraq.

But the struggle also goes on in the courts, constitusacié constitutions of
Western nations who have become moribund in their faiiling to recognize that
they may be voting to lose their freedom to expresssith&y grow in numbers,
Muslim communities in any country find it difficult txcept the rule of a
government other than that of IslaRroof and evidenceay have their way at times

Photo Album

A selection of photographs from
Jordan and the region.

The Palace of Iraq AI Amir, near Amman.

Built by one of the Hasmonaean family, It is

referred to by Josephus, and dates from
about 150 BC.

In the Baptism site complex is also found
‘Elijah’s Hill', named for Elijah’s being
caught up to heaven near this location.
Known locally as Tel Mar Elias, there are
various chapels, caves and cisterns being
restored.

but lack of success may breed a new generation thatpstfength and the sword.
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Arabs in the Bible (4)

On the day of Pentecost, we are told in Acts 2, a wédiety of people groups were represented in Jerusatgod-fearing
Jews from every nation under heavemm his account of the coming of the Holy Spirit, Luists many of them, and includes — last
of all, in verse 11 — Arabs. These have all gatherddrinsalem for the feast of Pentecost, and it is eeglef the wide variety of
cultures that Jews came from in those days, even ag toda

In his letter to the Galatians, Paul is giving ancaot of his movements after being converted. He w&amascus at the time,
but “went immediately into Arabia and later returned to DamaSct®w deep into Arabia he traveled we cannot be suret but
would probably mean travellng south-east as far as iwtmeow Jordan and possibly even beyond, into theairlh was only after he

3 533 returned to Damascus that he traveled to Jerusalemitdroduced to the
twelve.

At one point Paul had to escape from Damascus in a baskete
from a window in the wall (2 Cor.11:32-33). This was beeate governor
(ethnarch) of Damascus “under King Aretas” had the citydpdhin order
to arrest Paul. We are not given the name of the gordont Aretas was
the last of four kings by that name. Aretas IV was a Nedzm king, ruling
the kingdom famous for the rock-carved tombs of PetraN&bataeans
controlled a swathe of territory stretching fronuthern Jordan through the
eastern desert to Damascus. They grew rich by contrdfiengade routes
between Syria and the Red Sea, and were finally coedusrthe Romans
in 106AD.

Aretas IV ruled from 9 BC to 40 AD, which allows us tdelRaul’'s
adventure there to no later than that date.

o = : E
A Roman arch on Straight Street in Damascus,
the street where Paul regained his sight.

In Galatians 4:25 we are given an interesting, and maybeipgizeference toMount Sinai in Arabi&a Locating this
mountain, where Moses received the Ten Commandmentsabia’dseems contradictory. The Sinai Peninsula iswntabia, but is
geographically and historically linked with Egypt.

Paul’s reference is not the only place that the The modern Arabic and Hebrew scripts descended from
question arises as to the location of Sinai, or Haaelit is | the stylized Nabataean writing, whose predecessor was
also known. The ‘received opinion’ is that St Cathedgn | Aramaic. The text below is the Lord’s Prayer in Aramaic, and
monastery in the southern Sinai commemorates thelact| was photographed in the Syrian Orthodox Church in
location of the holy mountain. This location was atyua
selected during the fourth century, when Constantine’s
mother, Queen Helena, was traveling the Holy Land
looking for the sites at which the Biblical events happen
Many current sites, east and west of the Jordan Rixgze
pinpointed by her aides during this time, and
commemorated by churches of varying sizes, many of
which grew into active monasteries. In the Old Testatn
when we first read of Moses’ at Mount Horeb itrighe
context of the burning bush. He had fled from Pharaoh,
and gone to live in Midian, where he met his wife,
Zipporah. His father-in-law, Jethro (also called Reuel in
Ex.2:18), was a “priest of Midian” (Ex.3:1), and may wel
have been descended directly from Abram, through
Keturah (seee=NEWS 11). As regards Mount
Horeb/Sinai, Midian is located to the east of the Red, in what is now Saudi Arabia, in the region the Akabsv as the Hejaz.

The Bible does not ignore Arabs, but as we have seephave been significant in the historical narrati@ar final reference
does not make the record complete (as the incidentgaierefe to Jethro suggests, more Arabs can be foundBibleehan we
covered in previous issues). In his prophecies of theégs, Isaiah reminds us (60:6) that Arabs will be amoosggtivho
congregate in the Holy Land to praise God: camels fvtidian andEphah gold and incense frohebaflocks fromKedarand
rams fromNebaiothremind us of the traditional occupations and productsaset regions.

Web site: http://www.morethantourists.com
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Cyp rus Cape
. . . . Andreas
In 1974, in response to a coup attempt in Cyprus, Turkeg@dvand took control of the northern region.

Since then the island has been divided between GreekuakidiT Cypriots. Negotiations over Rizorkarpasg
reunification began on Feb 192004, at an unused airport in the UN buffer zone. @heesAnnan Cape Piakoti
Plan’ was rejected by Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leadevlarch 2003. He continues to resist
compromise on the issues detailed in the Cape

plan, though external pressure, by Kormakiti

Kyrenia

calls are for Cyprus’ EU
membership to be renegotiatedC
and EU members to go ape
through the island’s
ratification process again.

The schedule had alreay
called for Greece and Turkey to be
brought to the table to assist if Paphos
negotiations were not concluded
by March 22, but deep animosities
initially made them hesitant to participate
in direct negotiations. ape Gata

Polls taken during March have consistently shown
that neither Greek- nor Turkish-Cypriots are happy with the
middle-of-the-road plan, and each group wants to mavelotted line in their favor.

Turkey itself is in favor of reunification. Its incentiigthat Cyprus will become part of the EU on My 1f the island is not
unified by this date, then the increased prosperity thptu would experience would be lost to the Turkish Cyprigi®se standard
of living is already significantly below that of the scerth region.

Twin referendums are planned on April 21, and the plamall6ofi Annan to impose his decision, where any omissexist in
the agreement, and then submit this to the referendum.

Turkey wishes to keep at least some troops on the isidied unification, and is resisting thight of returnof those Greeks
who were displaced in 1974. As if to compensate for thésTurks have offered to cede a portion of Turkish-atiett Cyprus to the
Greek Cypriots. Greece has promoted reunificatioangty urging the Cypriots to accept the UN plan.

Turkey and by the UN, has pushed
him back to the table. His latest W"W tikomo
: Greek Cyprus

Famagusta
Arnault

TROODOS MTS.
glympus

Cape Gréco

Conflict ResolutionThe molasses cookies approach)

This week | finally plucked up courage to talk to my landi@bdut the black hose that appeared in the boiler roont abo
month ago, connecting his hot water tank to ours. We bad baving other problems with the boiler, and when llfifisund a
repairman who would do a good job he pointed out that our &terwas being used upstairs too. | studied the complexohpges
for some days, and even re-opened the tap to his taakpasial solution. Finally | realized that if the tayhis water tank was closed
(listen carefully now...) he would be drawing our hot wabert when it was open our hot water was being dilutéld lws unheated
water. (See, it wasn’t too complicated after all).

My wife had made some of the molasses cookies thataygrflmd irresistible, so | took a plate of them upstand sat and
visited with my landlord and his family. His son hadralgtem installing a copy of an expensive computer gamiepismnised to go
back this evening and help him figure out why it is notking.

| was offered Easter pastries (baked cookies with datesyve sat and talked about the assassination of ShesdmYeny spell
checker wants to remove the ‘h’ from that word), peatd with his car, and our plans for the end of the.yea

Finally, since | had a choir practice to be gettind &xcused myself and headed for the door, not havingbeokthe subject |
actually came for. As | was leaving he asked me howvere doing downstairs (I would have had to ask him sangegimilar
within a meter or two if he hadn’t!). | was then atdenention that we had a problem getting hot water.

Anyway, having broached the subject, we quite quickly gatado the point that, even though he was worried abouahis t
leaking, it would be better for all if the hose was distected.

The Middle East is very focused on relationships, amitang direct embarrassment in situations such as thisoyld have
accepted that the hose put itself there, if that had eds$at it would be removed). A hint is often enough to naajeint, whereas
forcing someone to assume the blame can mean that detsiah, the problem is not solved, and future deaéngsnore difficult.

And yes, | was late to choir!
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