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Topical Wishing you all the joys of Christmas, wherever you are!
_ Be;hlehem Today 2 Here in Jordan Christmas has been an official holidaghtotast three years, (though, the
Historical economy being what it is, many private businesses wilplea as normal). Things remain quie
How far back does it go? (6) 3| for us here, but in Israel and the West Bank yesterdaytsde bomb again brings life to a stand
Geographical still for many. A planned visit of ours to Jerusalem anthiBeem may have to be postponed, d—
Euphrates and Tigris Rivers 4] to the repercussions of the bomb. For many, there isvérgy desire for some kind of peace de
but the activities of the militants continue to impede pragré2urrently there is an atmosphere

hatred and distrust that encourages them. An improvemend vemuire a deeper level of trust than the Palestinian @bapk seen reason to gi
though Jews have in recent weeks been more vocal irctitelism of the approach of their government. (Pertaafosure article should look at
these different Israeli groups and the variety of wayshich they express their feelings that the Palestiniansesing mistreated.)

In the two weeks since the last issuaafEWS reported on Bayan, we have unfortunately had to inform ybieiofleath. She is in God’s
hands now. | want to pass on to you two letters receaashtly, from those who have been involved.

The story of Bayan will be
broadcast on the Daystar
television network on Dec. 24 and
26, and | want to invite those who
were praying for Bayan to tune in.
Daystar is seen on the Dish
Network and Direct TV satellite
systems in the US, as well as on
local stations such as Channel 41
(cable 19) in Denver. In Europe
and the Middle East, it appears
on the Hotbird digital satellite.

Dear friends,

Bayan's parents have arrived safely back in their village in the north of Iraq, with Bayan's
body. I've just gotten off the phone with the nurse who is traveling with them. She said, "You
wouldn't believe what ambassadors they are for Israel.”

| also spoke with Bayan's father, and he asked me to thank each one who has been praying
forthem. J

(And from the nurse...)

Dear Friends,
Maybe most of you on this list have heard this sad news by now but I'm sorry that | didn't manage
to get this message to you before we left from Israel. It was a hectic day but filled with the Lord's

Those with a fast Internet
connection can also view the

program at www.daystar.com.

peace. Do not despair, the Lord has been Lord in all.

About an hour ago, T__ and | returned to Amman. T___is an Arabic speaking friend here who was
one of the team with us in Iraq when we first met Baby Bayan and her family and so it was very
good that he could accompany us back to their family home and help with my poor level of
communication that has served so well this last month. | was tired and glad of the support from
Amman and back and Jassem and Iman [the parents] were so glad too.

What can | say but even though many may see this as a disaster, this was the Lord's plan and He has blessed us greatly and shown us
His mighty love. Truly, seeds have been sown with many tears so | cannot imagine how joyful this harvest will be. Praise God for His
wonderful love and mercies which have been new every morning over this difficult but amazing month of Bayan's life.

Jassem and Iman were received back into their home and village with much joy even though there were tears. Please continue to pray
for them as they process all that they have experienced, the wonderful and the difficult. They are very, very dear people and | praise
God for this family and the love that He has given me for them. How much more love He has for them than | or any of us.

Praise God for all those who have and will continue to support in prayer and for those who have also helped Jassem, Iman and |
through this time in practical ways as well. THANK YOU! In His Love, A

The air times on Dec. 26" are:
Israel/Jordan 10 pm - UK 8 pm.
US Eastern 3 pm, Central 2 pm,
Mountain 1pm, Western 12 noon.

Sudan Peace process continues Treaty unlikely before new year

Libya Libya admits ¢ WIMD research, opens for inspection
Iran Iran signs | nuclear protocol | Iran/Egypt to renew ties
Saudi $1.9m reward for militants 1 Offensive against Al Qaeda 1 Cleric calls for Al Qaeda militants to lay down arms
Pakistan Bomb misses Musharraf | Pakistan | offers Kashmir solution 2" attempt ¢ on Musharraf

Afghan- Militia hand | over weapons  ‘Operation Avalanche’ New Kabul-Kandahar | road opens
istan (2000 | troops seek Taleban) I Loya Jirga begins (adopts democratic, | presidential system)
Jordan | Iragi police begin training in Jordan 3 indicted for planning ¢ terrorism
Irag Shiites want | elections'soon Japanto | send troops Saddam ! captured Roadside|bomb ¢ kills 2 soldiers
| [Bremer convoy attacked Baker | promotes Iraq debt reduction
Syria | Assad calls for talks w/ Israel Assad calls for « EU ties
Israel | Geneva Accord Threat to close some | settlements FM welcomes Syr. | overtures Commandos
1 Syr. talks rejected Peace offer | dismissed 1 Ceding of land debated refuseto | serve
Palestine Militants ¢ discuss truce in Egypt Mortar attacks | from Gaza Egypt EM assaulted | | Gazaraid-9 die
(Factions fail to agree 1) in Al Agsacompound  (Peace talks delayed)
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| 2 soldiers die in Gaza
Tel Aviv | bomb kills 2
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Bethlehem Today
If it weren’t the birthplace of Jesus, Bethlehem wotilldl e remembered. For millennia it has been thedfifRachel’s tomb,
and a pilgrimage destination (in times when pilgrimagewastised) for devout Jews. Today the tomb is on titgkts of the city,
met as one approaches from Jerusalem on Hebron Riby is Bethlehem Bible College, located on the edgerefugee camp
of Palestinians who left their homes in 1948. Durirgdbnflict of the last three year_
the college has suffered damage. Barricades have beealtgside it, bullets have . - -
. ” While they were still some distance from

gone through the windows and water tank, and a walbtaiilt to ensure safe accesy Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and had

to Rachel’s tomb for Jewish great difficulty...
visitors makes approach to the |~ 5o Rachel died and was buried on the way
college difficult. to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). Over her

tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day
In the center of Bethlehem,| that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb. (Gen.35:16-20)

& however, and the center of
B attention for the whole world at Christmas timehis €hurch of the Nativity. It

% was built in the 4th Portions of the church are the property of theedéht faiths:
Century, under the Greek: Basilica, including the nave, aisles, katholicondjr and

patronage of Queen | sanctuary), south transept, and the Altar of theévityin the Grotto.

Helena, the mother off Armenian Orthodox: north transept and its altar. (also, on

o : occasion, use of the Greek altar in the Grotto)

N ConStamme the Grea Latins (Catholic): Altar of the Adoration of the Magi in the "Grotjo
e e o ' « & After this was of the Manger", the silver star beneath the Alfathe Nativity (it is

destroyed in the"8century the 7 century church is what we see now. It | inscrihed."Hic deViraine Maria JesuGhristusNatus Fst)

was the only church in the city to survive the Rersnvasion of the 7th Century (only a
few years before the Muslim invasion), and was somewh
restored by the Crusaders in the 11th century.

ethlehem street
adjacent to
Manger Square

“How long will you mourn

over Saul...? | am sending S .
you to Jesse of Bethlehem. | The Church of the Nativity is the focal point for

have chosen one of his sons Christians in Bet_hleh_em, one _of many towns in the region
to be king. “(1 Sam.16:1) that have had primarily Chrl_stl_an re5|dents: _In the Wiest
have largely forgotten what it is to have religion & tenter
of our lives. In the Middle East religion holds the pl#wat race or nationality hold for us i
the West. The Church is Greek Orthodox but also hastsaR Catholic (Latin) and
Armenian Orthodox congregations. Adjacent to the maincbhiouilding are a Greek and
an Armenian monastery, as well as the Catholic
Church named for St. Catherine of Alexandria.  [.g ¢ you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans
In April, 2002, when Palestinian militants togkef Judah, out of you will come for me
refuge in the church one who will judge over Israel, whose
they were origins are from old, from ancient
simultaneously times.” (Mic.5:2)
recognizing and violating the respect and sanctity iichvthe
church is held by all faiths. The occupation and eutfeat
Bethlehem had suffered for months on end was liftedeearl
this year, but it is still ringed by road blocks and épemnts,
making life difficult for the whole community. Many the Christian community look for opportunities
to emigrate to the West, having a strong desire f@lesEnian state but little sympathy with the militant
groups. From the West Bank they are emigrating atatteeof as many as 1,000 per year.

Orthodox wedding:in the

So Joseph also went up from the !
SEPh a'so wert LP Chuf€h of the Nativity!

[aEilel=nipl=88 town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,

church to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house
and line of David.... While they were
there, the time came for the baby to
be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. (Luke 2:4,7)
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How far back does it go? Part 6: 500 pieces of silver
(The first of a three-part article summarizing the Dégtament history of the land of Israel.)

The land calledCanaan, another name for the coast of the eastern Meditesrg is first mentioned in Genesis 11:31 (though
the grandson of Noah is named in Gen.9:18). It wag#tographical area that God selected to be His Promésed bromised first
to Abram (even before he had seen it) and succegsivbis descendants.
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Each of them, though, recognized that the land wa$eostwithout qualification. Abram’s descendants wereuancised;

Moses warned the people that corruption would cause thgerish from the land; even during the time of JoshdalaJudges the

Israelites were not in full control of the land, butrglhit (as the dominant group) with others.
Promises and warnings are listed alongside an outline ofidljer events.

Tower of
Babel
(Nations)

Abram

Call (from Ug

"Leave your country
... gototheland |
will show you..."
(Gen.12:1)

"l will make you into
a great nation."
(Gen.12:2)

Covenant
Established

Sarah’s death_|

Hagar &

Look at the stars. "So shall your offspring be" (Gen.15:5)

"l give you this land to take possession of it." (Gen.15:5)

Your descendants will be enslaved, but return here later, for the sins
of the Amorites have not reached their full measure” (Gen.15:12f)
"To your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the Euphrates” (Gen.15:18)

"The whole land of Canaan... | will give as an everlasting
possession to you and your descendants after you." (Gen.17:8)
"keep my covenant ... circumcision” (Gen.17:9)

"My covenant | will establish with Isaac" (Gen.17:21)

:i Abraham buys a field - 400 shekels of silver. (Gen.23:15)

{ To Hagar: "l will sox

increase your

Ishmael

descendants that
they will be too

Isaac

e
Jacob %

"l will give you the land on which you are lying... | will bring you back to

this land." (Gen.28:13)

"Your name will not longer be Jacob, but Israel” (Gen.32:28)
Jacob bought the land where he pitched his tent - 100 pieces of silver

(Gen.33:19)

"A nation and a community of nations will come from you" (Gen.35:11)
"The land | gave to Abraham and Isaac | also give to you." (Gen.35:11)
"Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for | will make you a great nation

there." (Gen.46:3)

numerous to count"
7 (Gen.16:10)

To Abram: "Ishmael
... Will be the father
of 12 rulers and I will

("Israel™)

make him into a

Slavery in L

Egypt

Exodus

"l have come down to rescue them...and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land...the home of the
Canaanites...Amorites..." (Ex.3:8)

"l will establish your borders from the Red Sea
to the sea of the Philistines, and from the
desert to the River." (Ex.23:31)

Conquest of
Promised

Land

Samuel ?\

“If you violate the covenant...you will quickly
perish from the good land He has given you.”
(Jos.23:16)

"Manasseh did not drive out the people of ...,
nor did Ephrain drive out the Canaanites living
in Gezer, ... neither did Zebulun, ... nor did
Asher, ... neither did Naphtali..." (Jg.1:27)
"These are the nations the Lord left to test all
the Israelites..." (Jg.3:1)

United

great nation."
&Gen.l?:ZO)
"Do not oppress an alien; you yourselves
know how it feels to be aliens, because you
were aliens in Egypt. (Ex.23:9)

"l have given into your hand Sihon the
Amorite, king of Heshbon" (Deut.2:24)

"In accordance with the command of the
Lord our God you did not encroach on any of
the land of the Ammonites" (Deut.2:37)

"If you then become corrupt...you will quickly

perish from the land...The Lord will scatter
Vou ... (Deut: 4:25)

Kingdom

The people of Judah and Israel were as
numerous as the sand on the seashore; they
ate, they drank and they were happy. And
Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from
the River to the land of the Philistines, as far
as the border of Egypt. These countries
brought tribute and were Solomon's subjects
all his life. (1 Ki. 4:20)
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The Euphrates & Tigris Rivers Wtamia— land between the rivers
At a distance of 20km apart, two lakes are found in the Munzur Daglari ' / o g ERBAUA": .
range of eastern Turkey. The largest is formed by the Kebar Dam and i e MER e

fed by three rivers, one of whic ws ¥tom the foothills of Ararat.
The o ra ~ ed high i the hills, its outlet draining
southwest towards Batman. The river; ich flow from thesg lakes are

the Euphrates and the Tigris, and xe shall follow them to the sea. B
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i I-.. .----- P= . '
Y : B et o

IRAN
SYRIA
Kebar % ToE B s !
L TURKEY an
Ataturk Dam = 0RDA
150km downstream isjhe 1990 Ataturk
Dam, the world’s fogrth-largest, named Baifran -
after the post-WW ] founder of modern = On the noghernGige of = SAUD!I
Turkey. It is just©ne of 22\ams and s PR A T S ARABIA
19 powerprants planned bY Turkey. Tigris :
m) Hara
IRAN

seriously affects Iraq’s water suppN.
Syria almost went to war over water\

SYRIA

Most of the water that flows1n the
Euphrates originates j’Turkey.
Only 10% of the gafiual flow (28
billion m°) is cefftributed by the
Syrian/Irgef’drainage basin.

h of
(e Baghdad, Tikrit is thle home town
\Tikiit m of Saddam Hussgfn's family.

Euphrates

The original Bagh@ad, buiitin the’§" Century, was
circular, with the caliph’s palace, arqny barracks and
residential areas enclosed in turn by three concentric
yalls. After befng the Abbasid capital the city declined
and\was sacked by the Mongols in 1258 and 1401. It
Q) BAGHDAD became a capital once more in 1921, under British
cont(ol.

Eeiia e B vy
Karbala qu[\lgja#faﬁ Shi'ite-holy cities "~
because they house the tombs of Ali and his
gon Hussein. Ancient Babylon is located about
‘]ORDAN pOkm east of Karbala, across the Euphrates. _*

<

Baska iS a harbor city, the

oRly shipping port for Irag. In
the AraKlia Nights it is known
as-Basgra. Today Basra's
econgmy is dominated by
oil Avith pipelines bringing oil
to s refineries, and oil
tankers waiting to be loaded.

Ur o

t was from Ur that Terah emigrated with

is family, intending to travel to Canaan.
>

The Euphrates, after 270Qkm (1700 rx nd Tigris
(1850 km, 1150 mi.) join fo form the Shatt Al Arab, a
major waterway providing access Q the Persian Gulf.
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